
conditions, they will render it utterly valueley. I woukl
move, therefore, that those conditions be stricken V0m the bill,

Mr. WE8TC0TT. Mr. President, I am opp«ed to the
striking out of tho se words ; and, sir, I would not vote for
this bill at all w.re there not some such conditions queried.
My object, an I have before stated, is to htve these lauds
reclaimed, Dot that they should be given to the State of Ylori-
da, but thr.t they may add to the wealth aud strength and in*
teiest of the whole country. 1 know very wen, air, that, l*.
ing a young Bute, and impoverished by the Heiuinole war,
Flor'jda has not funds of her own to commence ani complete
tin* work. I know, still further, that she will not h*<e funds
<of her own sufficient to defray the expenses of this gigantic
scheme in ten years, nor in twenty years. And, sir, I do not
hesitate to say, God forbid that she ever should have monty
enough in her treasury to complete this work, or any more

than enough to defray the ordinary expenses of her govern¬
ment i for, whenever she does have a surplus in her treasury,
every man, woman, and child in the State will be struggling
to obtain it. I am opposed to either State Governments or the
Federal Government accumulating large surpluses in their
treasuries ; for I believe their purity, in a great measure, de¬
pends upon their having just money enough to get along with;
and I think the people of a poor State ate more likely to be
houest than the inhabitants of a rich one.

But, sir, notwithstanding the inability of FJorida to defray
the expenses of thid work out of her own treasury, I believe
that, if she should undertake in good faith to reclaim these
lands, plentiful opportunities would be offered, of which she
could avail herself, to raise funds sufficient to carry on and
complete the work. I do not suppose that the State will per¬
form this labor herself. I do not believe that there ia a man

in the State, or in the whole country, that supposes she will,
doao. The State will make arrangements with pio)ier per¬
sons, possessing the requisite skill, energy, and capital, and
the^will carry on the work. That is the only way in which
it eft be done, either in ten or twenty years. It is only pro¬
posed that, if tbey do not undertake the work in two years,
not to give them the land at all. They can commence the
work within two years, and if they cannot complete it within
the specified time.ten years.they can ask for an extension
of the time, and Congress can .give it to them. But I have
no doubt, however, that such arrangements couM be made as

would ensure the completion of the work within the specified
time.

Besides, there is another condition which may come to the
aid of those to whom the task of executing this shall be cm-
lided. The Seminole Indians reside on a tract of Ihnd which
is included in the proposed graut, and it is stipulated that they
shall not be encroached upon until authority shall be given so

to do by the President in writing. If this authority be not
given, the work cannot be completed, and must be deferred
till the authority shall be received. But I have no fear that
the work cannot be completed in ten as well as in fifty years.

Mr. NILES. Mr. President, I see no great use of limit¬
ing the time in which this work shall he commenced. I see

no force at all in that limitation. A mun can go there and
open a trench in one day, and the work is commenced.
In regard to the bill, sir, I wish to say that the principles

involved in it are very imporfaut. It is stated in the bill that
these lands are now, and ever will be, valueless to the United
States. But it seems that the cession of them to the State of
Florida is, some way or other, to render them very valuable.
I do not understand this. They may be now of little or no
value to the United Stales, for all that I know, but it seems to
me that they are worth as much to the nation at large as to a

single State. We have very little data on which to base an

estimate of the worth of these lands; but from the description
which we have had, it appears that considerable portions of
them arc not covered with water. These dry lands, it seems
to me, may be of some service hereafter.

Well now, sir, what will be the effect of this grantf I
apprehend it will be this. I apprehend that the State will
sell all such lands as are now available at such times as they
may come into market, and that all the others will remain as

they are. The great difficulty attending all measures of this
kind is, that we are compelled to act in the dark. That was
the difficulty attending our action upon the bill introduced
last session giving to the Stale of Arkansas certain lands ly¬
ing within her boundaries.
We have no reliable information at all conccrning these

Florida lands. We have no information by which we can be
governed. The description of the lands, given in the bill, is
less full, and probably less accurate than that which might be
gleaned from the newspapers of the country. It cannot be
relied on to an extent which would warrant lis in making it the
basis of liquidation, and such a general sweeping grant once

made, may deprive the country of a very large and valuable
portion of the public domain. No such grant should be made
till after a careful survey of the lands has been made by some

officer of the Government, and his report thereon, giving an
accurate description of the lands, stating their situation, con¬

dition, and extent, and assigning their boundaries, has been
published for the use and information of the Government and
people.

It may, perhaps, be good policy to grant awuy these land
that are of little value, but at the same time care should be
taken not to grant awuy lands that are, or may lie, valuable
hereafter. This bill, it seems to me, would introduce a new

principle in legislation. It is on the principle that these lands
are without value to the United States, and that by cession to
State authority they will be made .valuable. But it is said
that the State will render them valuable by reclaiming them
at a great outlay. We have no guaranty that this will be
done. In order to accomplish this object, I think we should
have some security on the part of the State that will render
the reclamation of these lands certain. As the matter now

stands, there is nothing thst renders it at all obligatory on the
State to fulfil the accomplishment of the work. And they
will probable avail themselves of that portion of the lands
which is of some value, and leave the rest as they are.

Mr. WESTCOTT. It is stated in the bill that every
dollar raised from the sale of these lands shall be sacredly ap¬
propriated to the completion of the work, and that none of
the lands can be sold for less than a dollar and a quarter per
acre until the entire work is completed.

Mr. NILES. I know that the proceeds of the lands are
to be applied to educational and other useful purposes. The
bill evinces a very proper ami laudable object; but take the
terms of the paper as it stands, and it does not propose a na¬
tional object at all. I should have no objection, sir, to grant
to States in which such lands lie the privilege of reclaiming
them, and allow the State for so doing the privilege of dis¬
posing of certain portions of the lands reclsimed, together
with pre-emption rights, or something of that kind. If the
privilege of reclaiming these lands be indeed so great, I think
the State should be satisfied with a mere indemnity, and I have
no objection to a practice of that kind. But if these lands be
ceded to the State, I take it the rights of the United States
will be gone forever. I do not think, therefore, that I can
vote for this bill.
The question was taken on the amendment of Mr. Yclkk,

and it was not agreed to.
Mr. HALE. I would ask the Senator from Florida (Mr.

Westcott) if he proposes to make this grant absolute, with¬
out any condition that the lands are ever to be drained by the
State ?

Mr. WESTCOTT. I would respectfully refer the honor¬
able Senator (Mr. Halb) to the bill, which contains ninecon-

> ditions, one of which is that the 8tate shall, expressly by law,
accept these conditions. The State furthermore pledges itself
to accept the conditions which render it obligatory upon her
to commence the work in two years and complete it in ten yeara,
and if practicable, with the completion of the work, to build a
canal for vessels across the peninsula out of the proceeds of the
lands reclaimed, and that the canal shall be free to all United
States vessels, and for the transportation of mails, troops, or
United 8tates property of any kind, forever. And the residue
of the avails of the lands aro not to go into the State trea¬
sury, but to be invested aa a permanent and perpetual
fund, the interest of which is to fie expended foi purposes of
education in the territory granted.

Mr. HALE. I thought the amendment offered by the
Senator's colleague (Mr. Yulbi) was to strike out these con¬
ditions.

Mr. WESTCOTT. That amendment was rejected.
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, I move to strike

out all of thia bill after the enacting clause, and insert a proposi¬
tion appropriating a certain sum of monpy to authorise the
Secretary of War to have the everglades explored, and a report
made to Congress, with a view of showing what action is ne¬

cessary in regard to them. I do this for the purpose of letting
the principle involved in the bill, and to ascertain how far we
are to depart from the usual legislation of Congress on the
subject of granting these land* to the States. Senators will
recollect that we have had propositions from the State of
Arkansas, to grant to it all the swamp lands contained within
its boundaries. And we shall have propositions, no doubt,
from every State in the Union, where there are public lands,
if any one of theac bills should pass, to grant alt swamp lands
to the States within the limits of which ihey arc respectively
srituated.

Now, my object ia to test the sense of the Senate as to
whether this policy shall be commenced or not, without full
information upon the subject. I am perfectly willing, a« a
member of the Committee on Public Lands, to have all this
land explored, at the public expense, by the topographicalengineers of the United States, and to have reports made from
theiu, recommending the nature of the improvements which
night to he made, and explaining t > us the quantity of land
which, W the improvements are made, will he saleable, and
the value of the land thus saleable, and the expense that wMI
he attendant upon the improvements which ihey recommend.
Now, sir, I understand that we have in our employ offi¬

cers competent to do aH these things. And if, l*foio we
avail ourselves ef their experience and knowledge, liy sending
them to the ground to ascertain all the facts to be obtained
with rrgani to the proposition liefore us, we vote bills appro-
priating millions and millions of acres of the public land,
worth, perhaps, millim* and milliona of dollara, I think we
are acting with far loo great precipitation, and very unwisely.
1 ask Senators if it is prudent and right to do them things in
such haste ' It doea aeem to rite that we ought to have exami¬
nations and explorations of these lands made by the topogra-
!>hi«al engineers, and reports made to as, before we take ahy
atepa ill this matter. i

Now, air, the S^eUry 0f the Treasury, in relation to these
8*ergladen, gs.ve a commission, in part, to a gentleman hy the
name of Smilh.who had to perforin a great many olher du-1
lies, according to the appointment couferred upon him by the
Secretary, in relation to the land* in that quarter of the coun-

try { but in addition to these duties, he «a* particularly re¬

quested to make some examination in regard to the practica¬
bility of draining these everglades

Mr. Smith haa made a very long report upon that subject,
and I muat aay that, without a very accurate ascertainment of
the facta, he haa taken for granted a uumber of thinga. Hi*
reasonings upon the aubject are very prettily made out, tup-
posing the facta to be aa he haa stated tbem. I will read to the
{fenute aome of these statements, in order that Senators may
consider what ie here presented. Mr. Smith taye : 44 To re¬

claim the everglades and the Atsecnahoofa and Halpatiokec
4 swamp*, and the lowlanda on the margin of the Kiaaime ri-
4 ver audita tributaries, and the other ji vers emptying into
4 Lake Okeechobee, thia lake must be tapped by such canal*
' 'unning into the Calooaahatcbee, on the one side and the
' Locahachee or San Lucia, or both, on the other, and cuts
4 must hIso be made from the stream* on both sides of the
4 peninsula into the glades. Besides, after the height of the
' wuters in the glades should be decreased, even as much as
4 live feet, there will probably be a necessity for several drains
4 through the glades and those swamps, by which the waters
4 accumulating from the rains mny be conducted to the ocean
4 or gulf." Thia is Mr. Smith's plan for draining the ever¬

glade*.
Now, sir, as to the deptbjof these canals, which are to be

thus carried into Okechobee I.uke, here is the moat .definite
and accurate information that I have been enabled to procure
by reading these papers. This is a statement made by Mr. J.
McClelland, captain of the topographical engineers. He
does not make the statement from any examination or explo¬
ration made by himself, but he bases the statement which ho
makes upon what Oapt. J. R. Vinton, 3d artillery, stated to
bim. Here is what Capt. Vinion told Capt. McClelland, o(
the topographical engineers. Capt. McClelland says: 44In
the course of thu year 1840 or 1841, I was informed by the
late J. It. Vinton, 3d artillery, that he had run a line ot lev¬
el"".so it appears from thistbat the instruments had actually
been applied to the surface of ihe ground.44 from the Atlantic
ocean to the glades, and found their elevation above it fiom ton
to fifteen feet. This was taken at Fort Dallas, at the mouth ol
the Miami river, which emplie* into Biscayuo bay."

According to this information, it will be necessary to dig a

canal through the rim, which, I am informed, surrounds the
everglades, and by means of this canal to connect the waters
in the basin with the waters of the ocean, for the purpose ol
draining them off; and, urcording to the information here
given, this canal, to bo efficient in draining the everglades,
must be from ten to fifteen feet deep.

Well, now, what the length of this canal is we are unin¬
formed. What is the position to be secured for that canal!
We are uninformed. What will be the expense > As thai
depends upon the length, position, and depth, we are unin¬
formed. *

Mr. WEST COTT. Will the Senator permit me to cor-
rcct hitn ' His mislake_evidently arises from his wunt ol
knowledge Uj>on the subject. Had he read the next sentence
of Captain McClelland's letter, he would not have fallen intc
the error which he now labors under. Canal* are contem¬
plated from Lake Okechobee, which i* nearly one hundred
miles above the point where this level was taken by Captain
Vinton. The drains from the rim, to which the gentle man
refers in his letter, are not contemplated to servt any othei
purpose except draining off the water in the rinv It is noi
necessary, nor is it stated to be necessary in the tejort, that
these small drains should be ten or twelve feet de«p ; but the
canals from Lake Okechobee to the Atlantic on the east, and
to the Gulf of Mexico on the west side, are to be from twelve
to fifteen in depth. The height of that lake is fonsiderably
more than that of the rim. I would remind tlji honorable
Senator that if he would look at the previous paft of the Ict-
te'just read, and at the letter from Col. Long, if the topo¬
graphical engineers, he would find that the length of one ol
these canals would be twelve miles, aud the jrngtli of the

I other from ten to eighteen miles.
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr.- President, if mr friend had

beard me out, he would have had no cause to tomplain. I
intended to read the clause to which he has called my atten-
tion. But that clause only makes the matter iorse. I am

speaking now about the rauals which must be dbg in order to
get into the basin, and before you get to Lakefokechobee, a

hundred miles beyond that, I understand. If antlemen will
l»kc lbe troublc 10 lock at the map, as I have (floe, they will
find that the rim of this basin is not more thalTome ten or

| fifteen miles from the Atlantic.the Gulf Strcai Well, sir,
you have to make these canal* in order to getlato the basin!
And when you get over there, what is to be <fne > Why,
says the aentl. man, (and this is slated by Mr. llcClelland as

coming from Capt. Vinton,) this lake, when yi u get into the
rim, is considerably higher. How much ligher wo do
not know. Well, then, it may become neces tary to extend
your canals fifty or a hundred miles further. Concerning the
obstructions, if any, the depth, or the length, re are left en¬

tirely in the dark. Instead of the clause which the honorable
Senator (Mr. Wkstcott) read, it is no objection to my ar¬

gument, but only makes it so much the stronger.'
Sir, my objection to the whole bill lies a little beyond this.

I do not know that any thing that I can say mill arrest the
practice of Congiess, of which 1 complain, in regard to the
administration of the public lands. I h*ve been for a long
tune in a minority upon this subject. I do not know but that
I shall remain till the end of my official life here ifi a minority.
I am anxious to make the attempt now, to see if the policy ol
the Government can be changed. My wish in reference to
this subject, if it can be done, is to allow the Genrral Govern
ment to retain itt jurisdiction and control of this great fund,
(the public lands,) not only in Florida and in Arkansas, but
Louisiana arid all other Statea where these drain are to be
made. For the purpose of savin* the public land from its pre
sent useless condition, I would have all these drain- con-
st rueted by the General Government, and then I would have
it sell the lands and allow every State in this Union to parti-

I w??1? '? tbe dwtrjbution of the proceeds in an equal interest,
While I avow this to be my policy, and while 1 declare (bat
it haa alway* been my policy, yet 1 fiankly confess that if the
Government of the United States will not do thia, if the Go¬
vernment will not take hold ol these swamps and lies, sooner
than that the country ahould remain in ita present anprod uc.-

| tive condition.for I would not play the policy of the dog la
the manger.I would be in favor of the States draining these
landa and appropriating auch as are now valueless to some
useful purpose. I frankly confess that, if my policy is over¬
ruled, I will go with the Senator from Florida, (Mr. Wkst-
cottj) I will go with the 8enator from Arkanaas, (Mr. Bon

} w'" j°'n n»y friend from Louiaiana, (Mr. Jonxso<<;>
i will join with every one to make something beneficial for the
State* out of this now useless land.

But, air, I believe that the General Government can do it
better than the States, and I believe that the General Govern
ment ought to do it. The principle that we have adopted,
almost from time immemorial, that we have the right to an
propriate the public domain in the States, baa been long sane
tioned, and no one, I think, will presume to question tbe
general authority of Congress to exercise this right. There
is no constitutional question involved in this matter. It is

ZTekSL*m Wh" wi" Con«r«a do in regsrd
to these lands } For the present I do not wish them to set
on this matter until the* get proper information upon which
they can base their action. I acknowledge, as a member of
the Committee on the Public Lands, that I have not yet been
enabled to find that information. I am not now willing to
grant to the States these useless lands, unless it be ascertained
that we cannot reclaim them and appropriate them to the
general use. I do not knrw but that, if we send oat compe¬
tent engineers to explore, u> level, and to estimate the cost of
such a proceeding, after they shall make a full report to
us of what they have done, we shall ultimately take the
conree now proposed by the gentleman from Florida, (Mr.
« eaTcoTT,) and give tbe land. to the Stales in which tbey
lie. If we send out ihewe engineers and have the land explored
and levelled, the information acquired from their report would
l»e of great value to the States to whom we propose to give
the lands. VV ill not this course facilitate operations hereafter f
Surely H wM. I a*k. then, if j, be not good policy to pro-*ide for this pobhc exploration at the expense of the United

,
ea, eT*n if we give the lands to the Stale » By thu*

obtaining this knowledge we can determine whether we will
grant Ihe fonds lo the State or not.

I obeerve that on ihe sobj«et of expense, Mr. Smith, in his
report, speaks most indefinitely. In,!eed, he does not even
venture to make an estimate. He aays in one part of his re¬
port, I he maximum of probable expenditure is f300,000.
I presume, under any circumstances creating the necessity 6f
an augmentation of this amount, that f.'>00,000 would, be¬
yond question, defray all outlay necessary for the successful
accomplishment of the work." From «:<00,000 to J1500.000
£ a very wKJe gap-* g,p 0f almost a hundred per cent.
If it cost^ only $.100,000 to reH.im this fine snd valuable
country in the centre of Florida, which, if it ran be reclaimed,
will become one of the finest orange «atrirt, the world-if
Indeed, it cannot be used for sugar and other planting pan*,see-1 do not hesitate In saying thai the value of that coun¬
try will compensate for the expenditure , 1 wa* .bout to s.y
a hundred fold-perhaps it will not resch so high as that-but
I msy be safe in saying fifty fold.
W heiher it can or c-.nnot be done at that expense, we have

no mean, of ascertaining. Thia is . ^ e^cloral esti-

,
'* 'he minimum, to he sure, but the highest esti¬

mate of Mr. Smith is only $6p0,000.
Well suppose the work can be' aceompH-herf, and this

valuable fond, as it w. lie, in case it can £ drain*!, shoukl
be saved by an expenditure of that sum. Why, sir, Ihe pro¬
ceeds resulung from its sale would be . suflicfont reinunera-

h°J",r I 71 !y-' . J w'" *entur" t0 ttythat it will be,
A wf' ben'fir'a' ,0 » *... of my friend over the way,
(Mr. W fcSTcoTT,) if this Government will ondertaketo do
the woik.

This bill proposes to reserve Iwo years within which to com¬
mence the work, and ten years witbin which lo accomplish it.

¦»'. «T you send out your topographical enauicers, and
they rspo.t that tht« great work can be accomplished by aa,

outlay of $300,000, or even $500,000, how long will it take
the Geueral Government to accomplish the woik } One, two,
or three years, at the furthest; whereas, if it ia to be accom¬

plished by the State, according to the provision* of this bill, if
they commence it within two yearn, you need not expect,
especially under the condition of the finance* of the State,
mentioned by the other gentleman from Florida, (Mr. Yulkc,)
tbe completion of the.work for some ten or fifteen years at tbe
least. In that state of things, I ask my friend front Florida
(Mr. Wkstcott) it he can get the General Government to
undertake this woik, upon the report of the topographical en¬

gineers, will it not be sooner done » Will not your State set¬
tle faster, and become improved more rapidly, by the plan of
operations I have suggested, than in the manner which the bill
provides '

t or the purpose, air, of testing the views of Senators on the
subject, 1 will now oiler my amendment. Itia simply, air, to

appropriate... dollars, out o1 any money in the treasury
not otherwise appropriated, to be expended by tho Secretary
of War, in exploring the eveiglades in Florida, with a view to
ascrrtain the practicability of draining the same, and that he
cause a report to be made at the next secsion of Congress, or
as soon thereafter as may be practicable.

Mr. WESTCOTT. It is true, as stated by the Senator
from Kentuckyi that we have bad no topographical survey made
with tho view of ascertaining the precise estimate of the amount
nccestary to be appropriated to effect the draining of the ever¬

glades, and to make the proposed canal. That is so ; but
so far as respects the objects of thia bill that information
would bo perfectly useless to Congress. Now, what informa¬
tion have we got' We have got information that is authei>tic
beyond a dispute. \\ e have got authentic information, de¬
rived first from the Surveyor General of the 8tate ; secondly,
from the ComAiaaionrr of the Land Office ; thirdly, from the
Secretary of the Treasury ; fourthly, from the intelligent
gentleman wnt by the Wucretary of the Treasury to examine
the lands. We have letters from Judge Sheriii; who is well
acquainted with the situation of the land*, from Col. Harney,
from Gen. Gadsden, and othera, who traversed that country
thirty years ago, all of them coinciding in the statements that
these lands are peifectly worthless to the Government, and
if surveyed would not pay the cost of surveying. Then,
sir, with oil the information necessary to be obtained by
Congress, unlets.and I will at once meet the question pro-
pounded by the Senator from Kentucky.unless Congress are
at once disused to enter upon a system of public improve¬
ment, why should we refuse to put it in the power of the State
to bring these lands into an availuble condition ? Is Congress
prepared to do it' That is the question, if I mistake not,
which the Senator from Kentucky propounds to the Senate.
Is (_ ongress prepared to enter upon the business of improve¬
ment with regard to these lands, as well as those tracts which
are overflowed by the Mississippi and its tributaries, and
which can only be redeemed by tho construction of canals or
embankments ' The Senator eays that there is no obstacle to
these improvements being made by the General Government.
Mr. President, there are some who entertain constitutional

ohjectioos as to the power of Congress to improve either
private or public lands, and to enhance their value by mak¬
ing public improvements within the States ; for the power
would bo abused as long as the Federal Government owned a
foot of land in the .new States. But, as I said on a former
day, I have objections besides these constitutional objections.
Of all methods under heaven that can be devised for mak¬
ing public improvements 6f this character, those undertakcu
by the General Government are always the most expensive
and the most likely to be inefficacious when effected. Of all
public improvements, those devised, carried on, and com¬
pleted by the Federal Government are the worst. I do
noi mean to detract from the intelligence and capacity of
our corps of topographical engineers. I am fortunate in
being acquainted with several of them, whom I regard as my
most valued friends. Among them are the most intelligent
pers ona to be found in this or in any country. But look at the
public works that have been conducted by this Government,
works even of the most trilling character, and you will find
that impediments continually intervened to protract the work.
\ou will find that all sorts of expenditures aro accumulated
upon you. "i ou will find that it takes a year to prepare to
enter upon the woik ; another year to make the necet-sary re-
connoisances and surveys; another year to put the result of
the calculations in proper form, in printed statements and
maps ; another year to bring the matter before Congress ; an¬
other year or two to have it criticise d and'eanvassed ; and some
throe or four years after that to get an act passed authorizing
the commencement rf the work.

I his is the way in which improvements, undertaken and
carried on by the Federal Government, are managed where
the persons carrying on the works are not interested in their
completion. The delays are innumerable, the exi>ensc almost
incredible. I would inquire of the Senators from Arkansas
how long the Federal Government, have been endeavoring to
get the raft removed from Red river ? Ten or twelve year-,
I believe. Sir, I happened accidentally to look at debates in
Congress when that work was first proposed, and I remember
that we were assured that it could be completed in eighteen
months.

r "

A Skkatoii. The work was completed.
Mr.WE8TCOTT. It mat, after a fashion, but it filled

up again. In 1838 a work was undertaken in Florida. It
cost some seven or eight hundred thousand dollars, and the
work is now not worth a single dollar. And so with all
public works where the persons employed aie not interested
in the work being w. II done. So with all public works. Ex.
cept those of a peculiarly scientific character, the army offi-
ceis are the worst persons to be employed on them. The 7

r are gallant in warfare, but they know very little of other
matters. There are fewer practical men among them than
among our civil engineers throughout the country, and
I would rather trust the execution of a work to a practical
civil engineer than to the whole corpa of topographical engi¬
neers, as high a respect as I have for moat of them- But this
is not such a work as belongs properly to them. We do not
expect to construct thia work in very superior style ; it requires
no carved marble, no elegant columns, no superb gilding, no¬

thing of the kind. On tbe contrary, all that we want is plain
old-nahioned work, such as the most unskilled can accomplish.
Any man can dig a ditch. Sir, I should l<e opposed to the
Federal Government undertaking it, because I do not believe
it would be done in twenty year.; and when done, which
would be whenever the officer* I.erame tired of remaining
there among the mosquitoes and the frogs, it would not be
more Uian half done as it should be. It would be executed
infinitely better by officers appointed by the State, Who would
be interested in having it done effectually.
As I before said, if the State accepts this grant, there will

be no poeaibility of misapplying tbe proceeds, for everv sur¬

plus dollar must go for the auppjrt ol education' within the
region thus ceded and reclaimed.

While up I will answer one objection, or rather misstate¬
ment, that was made by the Seustor from Connecticut. He
stated that there were not a million of acres overflowed.
There are two millions five hundred thouaand overflowed.
Of these one million have been surveyed for a number of years,
and, so far from being available, as my friend from Connecticut
supposes, they are aa worthless ss the rest.about 360 acres

only having been dispoeed of out of that whole tract of a million
of acres. If the lands should ever lie reclaimed, they will be
worth perhaps one dolls r and a quarter per acre, but with regard
to the aand boltoma, they will never he worth the coet of survey¬
ing. Sir, I hope the amendment of the Senator from Ken¬
tucky will 1* rejected, for I am extremely anxious that thia
matter should lie decided without further delay.

Mr. BALDWIN. I am not prepared to vote for this bill
in the shape in which it haa been reported by the committee.
On the contrary, I am inclined to favor the amendment pro¬
posed by the honorable Senator from Kentucky, aa well for
the reasons which have been assigned by him, as for othera
which are apparent upon the face of the bill itself as reported,
rhe object which the Government of the United Steles has
in view in making this grant to the State of Florida, if it be

wcu«e the accomplishment of the work for
which the lands are to be granted. Now, it appear, to me
that this bill affords no such security to the Government.
The grant is founded upon the basis of a donation of all these
lands to the State of Florida, upon certain conditions to he
acceded to by the State, and one of these conditions is, thst
the State, within a specified time, shall enter upon the exe¬
cution ol this work and shall complete it within the period of
ten y*«ra- But what are the powers of the State in tbe mean
time She is authorised to sell every acre of this land which
is already surveyed, or cspable of being surveyed : thus she
is authorised to sell, at all events, a large portion of the land;
and suppose, having made aale of this land, the Stale should
fail of completing the work within the period assigned, what
remedy, what redress has the Government ofthe United States .

What meana of enforcing the future execution of the work for
which those public lands were ceded ' Settlers will hsve
bought them and paid for them in good faith, they cannot

<n consequence of any condition appended to the
grant, for the provisions of this act recognise the rifcht of the
mate, notwithstanding th.*e conditions, to proceed to make
sale of the lands, limiting her only in regard to the price at
which the lands are to be sold. Bu>, furthermore, the Ntate
will not be bound to complete the work within the period often
year., nor Within any definite period, unless the 1'reeiJent of
the 1 nited Stale* should deem it expedient to issue an order
in wrmng authorising an intrusion upon thai portion of the
lands which has been assigned to the Seminole Indians. The
4th section of the bill is as follows s
" Until the President of the United States shall authorise

I,r.lT,-H1 Wn-\"S' "0 .rn,r>' ^ .>W«ment shall be ma.le
or allowed by said Stale into or upon tbe district resei red tor
the Seminole Indians yet remaining in Florid., p.rt of which

to.dries, and for any dels, occasion.,) to the
commencement or completion of said work by the withholding
of such authority, the period stipulated f r Mieh comment

f,r" .¦I
«o that until the President of the United States shall'iasue

an order in writing authorising the authoriliea ot the State of
Honda to enter upon thia Indian reservation, the iieriod for
the commencement of the work is to be prolonged, snd of
course the period for its completion will also lie prolonged in-
detini ely. .Now, I am not satisfied with theae provisions of

hl"' 1 l,uok ,h#7 entirely wrong. But, however

guarded the bill might l>e in respect to its provisions, I alto¬
gether ureter, upon the infouuation which we now have to
regard to these land., adoptiug the course suggested by the
Senator from Kentucky.

.Mr. WE8TOOTT. I will make one remark, which 1
think will be aufficieut to correct the misapprehension of the
honorable Senator from Connecticut. He teema to think thut
the Slate ought to give some security that it will appropuate
the funds derived from the disposal of the* lands according to
the intention of Congress in making the giaut. Sir, if the
State lail in the performance of the condition* accompanying
the grant, it will be aH anomaly. Hut it ao happens that
there is a security provided by this .bill which is better than
any bail, even if it be justified bail. 1 hat security is this.
There is net one acre of land comprised within the grant thai
ia worth twenty-live cent* j there in not one acre in the whole
grant that can be aold at any price until the evergludes are re¬
claimed. And that ia proved by these facts. It is so stated
in all the report* that havo been made on the subji-ct in the
leport of the Surveyor General, in the repoit of the Commis¬
sioner of the Land Office, in that ol the Secretary of the
Treaaury, and in all the olficial report*. It is proved also by the
fact that u large portion of theae lauds has been furveyed for
many ye*irs, and they have never been able to aril more than
three hundred and aixty acres. Now, sir, the law expressly
provides that, until the work is completed, a single foot of land
shall not le aold for lees than $1.25 per acre. Sir, they ne¬
ver can find a purchaser for a foot of it, unless it lie purchased
with a view to the prospective completion of the work. 1 hus,
my honorable friend will see that he is under a mistake in re¬

gard to the interest of the purchaser, and in regard to the sup¬
posed want of security.

Mr. LlUWiS'S. The chief object ol the amendment, aa I
underatand it, ia to havo an examination made in order to as¬
certain the value of the land. It happens that in this case,
though it is a rare thing, there is a report on the subject, anu
during a tedious passage in low water upon the Mississippi
read it from beginning to end. It contains sufficient to aitis-
fy^ny mind, though perhaps not sufficient to satisfy-every
Senator, that the bill ought to pass. It is true, we do
not know what may bo the value of these lands hereafter,
but we know )hi*, that the lands proposed to be ceded, the ever¬
glade#, are flow totally worthless to the United States. The
fact mentioned by the gentleman from Florida, that a large
portion »!' the land has been surveyed, and that out ol more
than a million of acres not more than one hundred and thirty-
six have been sold, is sufficient to prove that they are totally
worthier. Now, when this fact is ascertained, I think that,
in regard to the lands in Florida, as in regard to those in every
other State, the Government of the United States ought not to
hesitate a moment. It is a feeling which is very prevalent in
all the new States, that the holding over for a great length of
time of the public domain in those new States is a diminution
of the.power and resources of those States.
The question has sometimes been raised whether the Gov¬

ernment of th« United 8tates could hold the public land un¬
sold in this w iy at all. Of its power to do so 1 have no doubt,
but all admit fhat it is an interference whl» the authority and
resources of < State to hold large bodies of public land within
it which are pot available either for the purposes of the Gen¬
eral Government or for tho use of the State. Now, here is a

very large portion of territory, not Icjb than one-eighth of the
State of Fltfida, that is totally worthies* both to that State
and the General Government. The Slate thinks that she can
make themj lands available ; that she can, instead of permitting
them to regain a desert where a human being can scarcely
penetrate fither by land or by water, make them available.
1 think, V>#n» »s one those catea in which, the fact which
I have s(Med being satisfactorily ascertained, there ought to
be no hesitation in ceding the land to the State even without
eonditifiis. But the gentleman from Kentucky thinks that a
better wstem might be adopted, and that (I believe his amend¬
ment embraces this proposition) the improvement should be
made ly the United tttates Government, and that it is impor¬
tant as a part of the system that the most-that can bo made
from tie lands shou'd be made by the Government of the Lni-
ted States, and that the proceeds should be distributed among
the frteral States. These are his ideas, if I rightly under¬
stood the gentleman's remaiks. Now, I caunot concur in
opinion with him. Apart from the general principle that the
United State# Government has no light to mike improve-
mentssuch as these, it would be unequal anJ unjust to make
such improvements at the common expense.

In Louisiana one-third of the waste lands have been re¬
claimed at ber own expense. It is certainly neither fair nor

just nor equal towards the State of Louisiana, where the va¬
lue of her lands have been immensely increased by her own
resources, that that increased value should be made a com¬
mon fund to be distributed among the States. A large por¬
tion of the alluvial land in the State of Mississippi has been
reclaimed by individuals. Are we to Uke those improve¬
ments or their value and make it a common fund to be distri-
buted } I think not. I do not think it would l>e just or rea¬

sonable, and I trust it will never be attempted to be carried
into effect. When such attempt is made, if I should have the
honor of having a -eat here, I thai! certainly insist that Lou-
isiana and the otter States where those improvements have
been made shall trst be reimbursed. Uut a more equitable,
reasonable, and proper course is, in accordance with the pro¬
position containei in this bill, and ona submitted by a 8enator
from Arkwwas tt the last .c§*iion, (which I hop© will come
up again,) is to make something of these lands if you can,
and to provide that they shall remain no longer than is abso-
lutely necessary in a condition in which they are utterly un¬

profitable to the £tate or to the General Government. If the
yenator from Kentucky continuos to press his motion 1 shall
feel it my duty to vote against the amendment.
Mr UNDERWOOD. I will only remark that I did not

allod* to my policy in reference to the distribution of the |*o-
ceedtof the sales of the public lands as having an immediate
bean % upon this bill or upon the adoption or rejection of my
uner lment. I stated the policy, to l>e sure, U> which I was
attac ad, to show that I wanted to get rid of the system of the
.dmniotratiou of the public lands which now prevails. Hut
this unendment of mine dot snot propose now to distribute the
prooed* of the public lands. If ray amendment be adopted
it do<« not touch that question. All that it proposes to ac-
com ish is to get certsin information which I think we do
not i jw possess. All that my amendment seeks to do is to
empi y the officers of the topographical corps in obtaining for
ua tie information that we desire ; that is all ; and the simple
quosion upon the amendment is, whether the Senate prefers
by a little delay to get moie information, or to give away at
onct seven million eieht hundred thousand acres of land.

Mr. WESTCOIT. Seven million eight hundred thousaii< acres of land and water. Four million three hunared
thoisaud acr< s of it is altogether valueless.

>'r. UNDERWOOD. The Commissioner ef the General
Lai,I Office, in his re^t to the Secretary of the Treasury,
sUt<« as follows .

.- rlut the greater part of the peninsula below this line, be-
twen townships thirty-six and thirty so en, and which it is
or, osed by the bill now before the Committee on the Pul.lic
Lai. s ot the Senate (which bill has been submitted to me by
Mews. Westcott awl Cabell, of said State) to be ceded lo the
St«< ot Florida, being unserve)ed, and there not being any
nan ieal surveys of the western coast below Tampa in this of¬
fice an approximate estimate only can be made of the area of
the leninsula and keys, indadiug the lands and interior waters«u£ of said line, and excluding the islands and keys south and
w»i of Cape Sable. It is supposed, however, that such area
ms.- be stated at about seven millions eight hundred thousand
aei 'S of land and water. Of this aggregate area it ia estimated
tha then' is always covered with water about four millions
tbne hundred thousand acres. This estimate includes the n-
Tart, lagoons, sounds, and Okeeehobee and other lakes south <»t
MM line that it is not proposed to drain aud cannot be drained.
It insludes, also, the swamps and all those portions of country
.on prising parts ofthe region called the everglades, the greater
par of which it is not supposed can be reclaimed"

Mr. WESTCOTT. It has never been contemplated to at¬
tempt reclaiming the lagoons. It is supposed, however, that
the everglades may be drained.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. When I speak ol seven millions
eight hundml thousand seres aa being the quantity of laod to
ha g ven to the State, I d» not mean to convey the idea that
even foot ot' that land can ha drained anJ made useful. A
eteat portlot of the lagoons and lakes, I a-lmit, can never be
drain* d, but that is the whole amount ceded hy the provisions
of this bill.wsterland, swamp, and all. Well, the question
comes up bat ween the provisions of the Nil #nd the amend¬
ment. Will you wait for more information ' Will you em¬
ploy the Tott grsphical Bureau to get that information ; or
are gentlemen satisfied now to make thia large grant upon the
information they have > If they are, let them do so. All
that I can say is, "hat, notwithstanding the c- ntidence of the
gentleman from Florida in tho* offietrs who may be employ¬
ed hy the State, he most excuse me if I hsve more confi lence
in the officers of the topographical rorpe than I have in any
gentlemen who may he selected for the occasion. Tiwa
I .ring a short ses-ion, if the bill be passed with the amendment
which I propose, it cannot, I presu ne, delay our prrgress verf
much. We will I* <n possesion of the requisite information
by the time of the next meeting of Congers*. But lea this
bill pass as it now stands, snd it Mnnat bu» he evident that it
will be the entering wedge for other grsnts of a similar kind.
My honorable friend It. m l^uisisna will assuredly come for¬
ward with aa ap; lieati m, and I shall certainly »ote for hie
bill a« readily as for tbia one, that all may s'.and upon equal
ground. I will assure my honorable friend from Florida that
I shall not ha opp <«-d to eeding lands of thi« description to the
States in which thev lie ; hut let us first have a report Irom
the Topogiapbicsl Hurean. I believe there are within the
Yacoo Points hundreds cf thousands of acres t! at might be
drained. I lay down the opposition, however, tha! If t'on-
Hi*# will do Mthtns; in the improvemcnt of thm
landa, it is tha duty of the Government lo surrender them to
tha Ststes rather Ibnti leave them in their present condition.
Ml thst I ask is, that legislation be deferred until the report
comes in, and I have no doubt it will he of sui h a < haracter
aa to indnce Congress either to undertake the wotk cr to rede
the land to tha 8tate without any longer hesitati.m.

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana. As regard- the suggestion
made by the Senator from Kentucky, that the I nited States
should retain thaaa lands and endeavor to reuder them aalea-
hle, as the subject is connected in soma degree with the pre¬
sent condition of a part of the public lands in Louisiana and

other Slates, I with (o nuke a single remark. Aa far as re¬
gard* this Government attempting to improve tho«e laud*, I
consider it utterly out of the question. There has not been a
single instance since the formation of the Government of the
l ailed States adopting a measure of that kind. I recollcct
a proposition being maJe on behalf of Louisiana some ten or
twelve years ago, and atroug arguments used to induce Con¬
gress to cut a canal for the purpose of reclaiming aome of the
lands in that State, and it was made manifest that it would
have reclaimed a very large extent of country, and would have
brought a laige sum into the treasury of the United States.
The proposition was booted at j and a very distinguished mem¬ber of the Government wan the first to oppose it. The
I'nitcd States Government never has listened, and never will
listen, to a schemo for the purpose of accomplishing a work
of internal improvement.

Mr. LNDLKWOODi Will my honorable friend allow
ma to make a single remark* It is this. If you will look into
the reports made by the Committee on Public Lands, uponapplications by which it is proposed to obtain a cession of lond
for the purpose of constructing railroads in Illinois and in
other State*, you will find that in all those reports the princi¬ple upon which the cession is sought to be justified is, that it
would render the lands uill retained by the Government ao
much the more valuablo. Now, if the Government can givo to
a State or a company a portion of the public domain, in order to
render that which is reserved the more valuable, I ask myfriend why may not the Government accomplish the samo ob¬
ject directly by opening a canal or otherwise draining the laud
lor the purpose of making the whole 30 much the more valua¬
ble* That i» the principle running through all these cases.

Mr. JOHNSON. 1 he works to which the honorable Se-
nator alludcw are works performed by the states, not by the
General Government. It is true thut making these donations,
for these purposes, will have the eirect of rendering the re-
mainder of the lands more valuable, but that was not the ob-
ject. The object was to enable the Kta'.o to perform a gieat
work.a work important not only to the State itself, but to
the whole nation. This is the purpose for which thete grants
were made.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Will the Senator pardon me '

The principle upon which the grant's were made wus, as I have
stated, with reference to one side the House. If I under¬
stand the matter correctly, the Democratic members put it
upon the ground that it tended to make the remaining lands
so much the more valuable, while the other party contended
for the making of the improvement directly by the General
Government; and my argument was to show that if a portionmight be granted for the purpose of making the remainder
mow valuable, the General Government might, by undertaking
the wotk, make the whole valuable.
Mr. JOHNSON. A question of that «ort arose after the

acquisition of Louisiana ; and in a discussion it was contend¬
ed by an honorable Senator from Virginia Mid others that it
was incompatible with the interests of the other States. There
were complaints from different States against the United States
for retaining the public lands in ita possession when they migh't
have been disposed of advantageously. I Lave not gone to
that extent, though representing a Southern State. I have
been willing to give a sufficient time for their disposal, but
there should be a limit to that time. I should he glnd to know
what length of time would be necessary. It is forty-five years
now since Louisiana was acquired. Sonic portions of rtie
State have been overflowed from the Mississippi. To reclaim
these lands a large outlay in the construction of levees and
otherwise would be required. Same of them never have been
reclaimed. Congress has been appealed to, year after year,
to make the necessary works to reclaim them, or else to cede
them to the States. But they Iia.ve unifjrmly refused to do
either. Proposition after proposition has ken made to this
Government to take measures for rendering these lands avail¬
able, but such propositions have always been rejected.

It is utterly out of the question, then, 1 conceive, that the
Government of the United States should ever think of adopt¬
ing a system of internal improvement within the limits of the
States; and I concur entirely with the Senator from Missis¬
sippi that, if they should attempt to do it, it never can J>e ef¬
fected as well by the General Government as by the States.
If they were to undertake it, it would cost twenty times as
much as it would if accomplished by the States. In the State
of Mississippi certain portions have been reclaimed by indivi¬
duals, in consequence of which the General Government has
already derived considerable benefit; yet there are still re¬
maining extensive tracts of country that are overflowed and
rendered uninhabitable, and other |>ortions rendered so un¬
healthy that the persons living there arc obliged to absent
themselves for a part of the year, but whenever the subject has
been brought up before Congress it has been put oft". Three
or four years ago a bill was brought in and discussed; the
Departments were called upon for information ; a select com¬
mittee was appointed, with the distinguished Senator from
South Carolina at its head ; a very lengthy report was made,
containing estimates from the Departments and from officers
in Louisiana, and yet, when we came to act, further informa¬
tion was required, and it was suggested that it oughWo be de¬
ferred. Now the time has arrived when I think the question
should be settled. There ought, I think, to be some limit to
the time in which the lands are to be disposed of, and that the
Government is now bound to adopt some measure to reclaim
the lands or else yield them to the States. The resources of
the States are crippled by having a larsr extent of coun'.ry
within their borders uninhabited and the adjacent lands rendered
almost uninhabitable by reason of the unheal t hiness produced
by the overflow.

As it regards this particular bill, I am under the impressionthat we have already sufficient information to enable Congress
to act. A part of (he land in question is constantly covered
with standing water ; it is somewhat different from swamp
land, but it may possibly he reclaimed by great outlay. I
rose, however, merely to offer a single remark in reply to the
proposition which the gentleman from Kentucky bad suggest¬
ed, that the Government of the United States ought to under¬
take the work of improvement, which I am perfectly satisfied
is out of the question.

Mr. BENTON. We have appropriate officers under our
laws for reporting the condition of the public lands. We have
officers whose duty it is, uod r very high obligations, to re¬

port upon the character of all public lands. Their report must
be minute in regard to the qualities and the description of the
public lsnds. These officers belong to the General Land Of¬
fice. These officers are employed in examining the public
lands and surveying them and in making reports. These are
the officers who are nble to give us all the information that we
want upon the subject. The topographical corps (I say it
with great deference to the honorible Senator from Kentucky)
is not the appropriate corps for doing business of this kind. It
was never crested for this kind of business; it has never
been employed in this kind of bus nrss; and if that corps should
be so employed it would be taken away from ita appropriate
duties and set to do the duties of other officers. If we need
any information, then, the place to look for it is through the
(.cneral Land Office and through the reports of the surveyors
employed in Florida, and by them transmitted to the Commis¬
sioner of the General I>and Office. That is the means of get¬
ting information that concern" public lands. We already
have the report of the proper officers upon this point < we have
the report of the Commissioner of the General Land Office,
founded upon the report made officially to him by the survey¬
ors whose doty it is to survey and report. The Commissioner
of the General Land Office, in his letter to the Secretary of
the Tressury, slates :
" That the entire peninsula south of the northern line of

the prop «ed grant to Florida, whether occasionally covered
with water or not subject to overflow, ia at tkii time utterlyworthless to the United Saatei for any purpose whatever. Col.
Robfrt Butler, the Surveyor General ol tliat State, in hi* offi¬
cial report made October 1 *47, ssy s: "I now ask your at¬
tention to the everglades, which cannot be turveyed -without
JSrit being drained.' And that offie t recommends the cession
of a moiety of that region to the State of Florida for the pur¬
pose of having the lands reclaimed."

Here is an official report which states that the lands cannot
he eurveyod until they have first been drained. 80, then, we
have all the information which it is necessary for us to pos¬
sess in order to act definitively upon this till. The bill ap¬
plies to the everglades.a name which of itself implies a kind
of ground different from that which is covered by lakes, and
different fromdiy land. The name itself implies that it is
lasd partly and slightly covered with water, bat so deeply co¬
vered aa to be of no use while the water remsins upon it.
The history of that portion of the country to which this
name applies is perfectly well known ;it has b^en known from
the time that Florida was first known ; it has been traversed
by our army officers during the late war, besioes having be»n
examined and reported upon by our lanfl officers. We know,
as well as the reperts of sll the officers in the world can ever
make us know it, that these everglades are Ian ! covered with
water ; that they arc a species of marsh ; that they have ve¬
getable productions in them 1 thst they have shsllow places
ami deep places 1 and that they never can be usrd until the
water is drained off. I have understood that there lies upon
these everglades a very rich mould of earth, winch, bring ex¬

posed to the action of the sun and the weather, will become
very valuable in furnishing all the productions peculiar to that
part of the country ; but while the water remains upon it, it is
of no use whatever.
Now, it is an axiom that when any property pasres from

hsnds thst cannot use it into hands that can use it, there is a

public gain, and in that point of *iew I k> k upon it thst, with
regs d to all these inundated lands now lying not only useless
to the United States but injurious to the country in which
tbey lie, it would be a great public benefit to [>aae them away
from the United States, which can make no use of them, into
hand* that can, and for that purpose I prefer, infinitely prefer,
the action of the local Government of the State to that of this
Government, at this remote distance. I have no ides of this
Federal Government making money by any operation it en¬

gages in. I do not think it can make money by any enter

prise it undertakes. It ought not to do it if it could. The
resources of the country should be develop! by operations to
be carried on by individual enterprise From these the Gov¬
ernment will derive advantage in the amelioration of theeon-
diti >n of the people. That m the only way in which it ought
to be a gainer.
The State Governments hsve a direct interest in removing

whatever is pestilential in their respective Ststef and introduc-

i°K whatever is useful, and in rendering valuable, H pomiblr*whatever is not so origin ally ; and, being upon the spot, ihiy
are capable of regulating the detuil* and of su| eriijteoduBffthose who are engaged in the work. The State Governmsute
are the proper parties to undertake mattera of that kind. I
ain, therefore, utterly opposed to employing any officers te
make any further explorations here, and part culariy opposedto employing the corps of topographical engineer*, for the
son I have given. The information is to bis obtained throughthe Land Office. We have ulieady every thing tbat it is ne-
ccs-ury lor us tq know. We bavo the official informatiuathrough the proper channel, and, besides that, wo all have .
general knowledge of the subject from our resding Mid expe¬
rience, thai here is a tract of country consisting of what arecallad everglades, which is a harbor for peatilential animals.,
a region that is wholly useless to the Federal Government.

1 think we have all the information tbat we can require -r
we have sufficient, at all events, to convince ua that it will bethe interest o| the Federal Government, as well as of the peopleof !. lorida, that we should, aa soon as possible, put those land*
in a condition in which they may be useful. It is a largo re¬gion ofcountry, running far down to the extremity of the penio»suln, a point that requires protection and defence; the populationof that country requires the means of communication throughit, and I think we should be making a most beneficial dispo¬sition ol all tbat peninsula il we could pass it off to the StateGovernment, whieh would bring it under the dominion of
man, which would put people upon it, which would maknroads through it, and make it vuluabie and more easily tra¬versable fur military purposes. Upon national conskldratioas*then, an well as apon considerations which apply to the Stats,1 think it important that we should pasa this bill.

Mr. BRbbSE. As I repor ed this bill, it may be reason-
ably expected that I should say a few words in regard to theviews euteitained by the committee; and first, I must be per¬mitted to observe that the committee bestowed much attention
upon the subject, and sought all the information that theycould gather, in order that they might have as' clear a know¬
ledge of the facts as they could obtain.

Mr. BUI LEH. I hope the gentleman will give way forthe purpose ol going into Executive session-
Mr. WE8TCQTT. If the bill will come up for conside¬

ration to-morrow, I have no objection that it should be defer-
red ; but I am exceedingly aniious that it ahouldcncouuter no
unnecessary delay.

I he further consideration of the bill was postponed until to¬
morrow ; and,
On motion by Mr. BUTLER, the Senate proceeded to the

consideration of Executive business, and, after a short time so
engaged, adjourned.

This day was spent by the House of Represen-tatives in the consideration of private business.

TEA IN TIIE UNITED STATES.
To the Editors ofMe Courier and Enquirer:
" Whut are the Plantera of the United Hiaia -to do?**

This was the caption of an article which recently appeared in
y our paper, copied, I believe, from a Southern newspaper. 1
do not intend to find one syllable of fault with the article or
the suggestions contained in it. On the contrary, I think
them well-timed and extremely judicious. Planting cotton
for the depressed and almost ruinous returns which have re¬
cently been realized, one might suppose, would cause it to be
abandoned, to a very large extent, without hesitation. And
I have no doubt it would be were it not for the difficulty el
furnishing employment for labor which promised better return*.
It therefore behooves our friends of the South to cast about
without delay, and earnestly put in requisition their best ener¬
gies for the discovery of new products from the soil and new
occupations for labor, the rates of compensation for which maybe beyond the control of the British monetary system.My object, Mr. Editor, is to introduce to their kind atten¬
tion and fostering care my friend, the Hon. Jciviua Svjtb,who is now on his way to South Carolina, Georgia, and Ala¬
bama, engaged in an enterprise which, to say the least of jt».is novel, and cannot be otherwise than extremely interesting
to the owners of the soil in those States, as its favorable result
furnishes the desideratum so much to be desired.

Mr. Smith, whilst abroad, has devoted some years of his
life in obtaining a thorough knowledge of the tea plant. Af¬
ter much labor, patient investigation, and experiment, he
comes to the conclusion that a large portion of the soil of the
States named, with others contiguous, is as well adapted to
the culture of the tea plant as any soil on the habitable globe,and that a pound of tea may be raited lor less than the cost of
raising two pounds of cotton. Firmly fixed in the belief that
bis investigations have been conducted with care, and that the
result cannot prove fallacious, be takes measures to obtain
from the East seeds for an experiment on a larger scale.
These seeds, amounting to one hundred and fifty pounds,with five hundred plants, he has recently received, and,
though approaching three st ore years, ho has started with ail
the zeil and spirit of a young man to locate bis tea plantation
in the most favorable spot. We wish him success with oar
whole heart, and commend him to our friends at the South as
a gentleman worthy of their kindness and attention.
When wc lake into consideration the fact that the cotton

plant is not indigenous to the soil of any of the States, that
the early proposition to transplant it was viewed with some
distrust as to its practicability, and entirely so io regard to its
profitable culture, and compaie these with its history, we shall
not be inebned hastily to pronounce the enterprise of Mr.
Smith as chimerical. We are gratified to be able to say that
he has the confidence of the members of the American Insti¬
tute, and particularly those who are eminently distinguished
for their success in practical horticulture.
Tbe Czar of Russia boasts that he treats his guests to the

best cup ol tea in Europe, and it is undoubtedly true, because
it comes to him overland, free from the manipulations which
the Chinese deem uecesaary to enable the article to encounter
the long sea voyage, which measurably destroys its aroma ami
materially enhances its cost. These Mr. Smith shows to be
unnecessary. Since steam navigation puts us within ten
days' sail of Europe, it is not improbable that we may yet fur¬
nish their table* with lea superior to that of the Czar, with
buncbes of tbe plant in blossom, to aid in imparting an en¬
chanting fragrance to their saloons.

Very respectfully, yours,
ADONIRAM CHANDLER.

THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA.

A letter has been received by Elliott Cb**«ox, Esq. of
Philadelphia, from Gebabd Ralstok, dated London, No-
vember 24, conveying intelligence of tho conclusion of a treaty
of amity and commerce on terms of perfect reciprocity between
the republic of Lit*ria and the British Government. Presi¬
dent Robzbts, having successfully negotiated the recognition
of the Republic and tbe conclusion of this treaty, was to sail
fur home on tbe Sd instant in a British sloop of-war specially
offered to him.
The most important newa, however, contained in the let¬

ter, is tbe announcement that Lord Palxkmstox, on behelf
of Great Britain, bad nearly concluded an arrangement to
furnish President Roberts with £<,000 to purchase all the
territory lying between the boundaries of Sierra Leone and
Liberia, where Ihe slave trade is csrnrd oil extensively.the
Piesident pledging himself that the slave trade ahall be fee-
ever abolished from tbe whole line of coast, from tbe furthest
extremity of Liberia (east and south) to tbe confines of tbe
British colony of Sierra Leone..Phil. Bulletin.

FROM OUR NEW YORK CORRESPONDENT.

New York, Decemif.r 17.
The Park Theatre is burnt j the glory of " old Drury" ha*

departed. Last night, a little alter six o'cioi k, while the re-
tablishment was heing lighted up for the performances of tbe
evening, smoke was seen issuing from windows in tbe reer,
and in a few ininutea the whole building was enveloped m
flames, and beyond ihe power of Croton to stop them, thoegb
it is said that in half an hour not lers than forty streams of
water were in full play upon the premises.

I have ju«t been walking round to look at the ruins. In *
room adjoining the reer of the building was collected quite .

group of persons of bith sexes, who h»d been connected with
the establishment. They looked sad and distressed. It wee
not a mimic tragedy now in which they were actora, but one
in real life, and every novice cou'd act his part well and natu¬
rally. With great earnestness they were inqui ing into each
othei's loesr«, and examining damaged fragments ot ward¬
robes, Ate., which had been hastily thrown into Uic muddy
streets from the windows.

Ntw Yobs, December 19, 1918.
The Cholrr(t excitement here has almost entirely ceased.

Tbe few cases at Staten Lland among the |>s«srngers of the
New York continue to be daily reported, but attract little
more attention than the daily reports of the rise and fall of "

" fancy stocks" in Wall street. Sunday's rep rt was foor
eases and one death < yesterday five eases and two deaths »
ami to-day two eases and two deatha. About half the pes
sengers who escaped from the hospital on Friday night hew
voluntarily returned, glad to get back to their okl quarter.
The poor fellow who was carried back in the ferrj boat oo

Saturday morning sick with the cholera died in about three
hours.
Touching that California t njlagrotirm, some little af'rmpi*

are manifested in this quarter to check it by setting tore*fim.Tboy say there is gold found in Haverstraw, about forty milee
up the North river. And at Sing Sing, on the east side ed
the river, opposi e Haverstraw, there ie a ailver mine, and
evidence is produced to show that it wta profits My woiked
before the Revolution under British authority, snd continued
to be worked till the battle of Bunker Hill. These atoriee,
however well authenticated, can have no material effect; thaf
California fire hae " got the upper hand," and must continie
to burn while the fuel lasts. It is still the great subject ol
interest here among all claaaea ; it is in every body's bead,
and on every body's tongue, and new companies are still form¬
ing to seek theii fortune in California.


